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In   1986,   a   group   of   inquisi�ve   London   musicians   took   a   long   hard   look   at   that   curious   ins�tu�on   we   
call   the   Orchestra,   and   decided   to   start   again   from   scratch.   They   began   by   throwing   out   the   rulebook.   
Put   a   single   conductor   in   charge?   No   way.   Specialise   in   repertoire   of   a   par�cular   era?   Too   restric�ng.   
Perfect   a   work   and   then   move   on?   Too   lazy.   The   Orchestra   of   the   Age   of   Enlightenment   was   born.   

  
And   as   this   dis�nc�ve   ensemble   playing   on   period-specific   instruments   began   to   get   a   foothold,   it   
made   a   promise   to   itself.   It   vowed   to   keep   ques�oning,   adap�ng   and   inven�ng   as   long   as   it   lived.   
Residencies   at   the   Southbank   Centre   and   the   Glyndebourne   Fes�val   didn’t   numb   its   experimentalist   
bent.   A   major   record   deal   didn’t   iron   out   its   quirks.   Instead,   the   OAE   examined   musical   notes   with   
ever   more   freedom   and   resolve.   

  
That   crea�ve   thirst   remains   unquenched.   The   Night   Shi�   series   of   informal   performances   are   
redefining   concert   formats.   Its   former   home   at   London’s   Kings   Place   has   fostered   further   diversity   of   
planning   and   music-making.   The   ensemble   has   formed   the   bedrock   for   some   of   Glyndebourne’s   most   
ground-breaking   recent   produc�ons.   

  
In   keeping   with   its   values   of   always   ques�oning,   challenging   and   trailblazing,   in   September   2020,   the   
OAE   became   the   resident   orchestra   of   Acland   Burghley   School,   Camden.   The   residency   –   a   first   for   a   
Bri�sh   orchestra   –   allows   the   Orchestra   of   the   Age   of   Enlightenment   to   live,   work   and   play   amongst   
the   students   of   the   school.   

  
Now   more   than   thirty   years   old,   the   OAE   is   part   of   our   musical   furniture.   It   has   even   graced   the   
outstanding   conduc�ng   talents   of   Elder,   Ra�le,   Jurowski,   Iván   Fischer   and   John   Bu�   with   a   joint   �tle   
of   Principal   Ar�st.   But   don’t   ever   think   the   ensemble   has   lost   sight   of   its   founding   vow.   Not   all   
orchestras   are   the   same.   And   there’s   nothing   quite   like   this   one.   
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